A   WINDOW    IN   THR0MS
all were after the masons had gien up hope o*
findin*  a natural cause for the soond.    At
ord'nar times there's no ony mair lichtsome
place than a farm after the men hae come w
to their supper, but at the Bog we sat dour
an' sullen ; an* there wasna a mason or a farm-
servant "at would gang by 'imsel as far as the
end o' the hoose whaur the peats was keepit
The mistress maun hae saved some sifler that
spring through the Egyptians (gypsies) keepia1
awa, for the farm had got sic an ill name, 'at
xiae tinkler would come near't at nicht.   The
tailorman an' his laddie, 'at should hae bidden
wi* us to sew things for the men, walkit off
fair skeered one morning an' settled doon at
the farm o' Cragiebuckle fower mile awt,
whaur our lads had to gae to them.   Ay, I
mind the tailor's sendin* the laddie for the
money owin' him;   he hadna the speerit to
venture again within soond o' the cradle 'imsel
The men on the farm, though, couidna blaine
*im for that.   They were juist as flichtered
themseb, an* mony a time Z saw them hittio'
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